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THE HOUSE 
Military Appreciation Day 

Inclement weather caused havoc for the Legislature this week in Montgomery, but despite snow and 
freezing temperatures approaching the House gaveled in Tuesday afternoon for the third legislative day 
of the session. 
 
After honoring Alabama’s living Medal of Honor recipients, the House passed HB83 by Rep. Connie 
Rowe (R-Jasper), The Veterans Employment Act. This bill will provide incentives to businesses who 
hire unemployed veterans. Also passing was HB58 by Rep. Steve Clouse (R-Ozark), the Parks for 
Patriots Act of 2018, which provides free admission to all Alabama state parks for military personnel and 
veterans.  
 
The House also passed HB78 by Rep. Ron Johnson (R-Sylacauga), a local constitutional amendment 
requiring payments from the Alabama Trust Fund to reimburse Coosa County for lost ad valorem tax 
payments as a result of the acquisition of property by the Forever Wild Land Trust.  
 
The House reconvened Thursday afternoon and passed several bills on a special order calendar before 
adjourning early to allow members an opportunity to get home before more roads iced over.  

THE SENATE 
Makes the Way for Toyota-Mazda 

 
Each year certain executive branch agencies, boards, and commissions are reviewed by the Legislature 
for a cyclical performance evaluation. These evaluations typically occur every four (4) years. If the 
Legislature fails to pass legislation continuing these agencies they are abolished or “sunsetted.” Tuesday, 
the Senate passed seven (7) sunset bills, sending them to the House for consideration.  

 
The Senate wasted no time Tuesday afternoon passing SB98 by Sen. Arthur Orr (R-Madison), allowing 
local governments to charge a lower ad valorem tax for industry recruitment purposes under the Alabama 
Jobs Act. The legislation is needed as part of the incentives package offered to Toyota-Mazda to locate in 
Limestone County.   

 
Two perennial pieces of legislation also easily passed in the Senate Tuesday. SB13 by Sen. Greg 
Albritton (R-Atmore) would end the requirement for marriage licenses and the requirement to have a 
wedding ceremony. This would allow probate judges to accept affidavits from couples. This idea was 
after some probate judges have refused to issue to same-sex couples licenses.   

 
Also passing was SB84 by Sen. Rodger Smitherman (D-Birmingham) that would require law 
enforcement agencies to collect data on race and traffic stops to prohibit racial profiling. 

 
Thursday morning the Senate convened with 20 of the 34 Senators answering roll, only to recess for the 
day to allow committees to meet, since they were unable to meet Wednesday due to the weather. 
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IN COMMITTEE 
Snow Day 

 
The unexpected snowfall Tuesday night into Wednesday left legislators stranded in their hotels, as 
Montgomery, along with much of the state was snowed in causing the Statehouse to close Wednesday 
and preventing a packed day of committee meetings from occurring. 
 
With ice and snow still causing problems Thursday morning, legislators trickled into the Statehouse, as 
several of the canceled committee meetings from Wednesday were rescheduled to meet Thursday, other 
committees will play catch-up when the Legislature returns next week.  
 
HB25 by Rep. Chris Pringle (R-Mobile) was reported favorably out of committee this week. The bill 
would create the State Transportation Commission composed of five (5) members appointed by the 
Governor from the five (5) regions of the Department of Transportation to coordinate and develop the 
activities of the department. The commission would appoint the Director of Transportation, as opposed 
to the Governor who currently makes that appointment. It now goes to the House for consideration.  
 
HB5 by Rep. Tommy Hanes (R-Scottsboro) received a favorable report from the House Ways & Means 
committee. The bill would provide an income tax refund check-off for a contribution to the State Parks 
Division, the Department of Mental Health, or the Alabama Medicaid Agency. It now goes to the House 
for consideration. 
 
Because of weather the House Agriculture and Forestry Committee postponed their meeting until next 
week to consider the two (2) pieces of legislation below. 
 
HB21 by Rep. Jack Williams (R-Wilmer) would allow the taking of whitetail deer or feral swine by 
means of bait when a person purchases a baiting privilege license from the Department of Conservation 
and Natural Resources.  
 
HB152 by Rep. April Weaver (R-Alabaster) would alter the criminal penalties for violating the game 
breeder’s licensing requirements to apply only to those who intentionally violated the requirements. 
 

Rep. George Bandy 
Passes Away 

 
Rep. George Bandy (D-Opelika) passed away Tuesday morning at the age of 72. Rep. Bandy was 
serving his sixth term in the House. First elected in 1994, he represented House District 83, which 
includes parts of Lee and Russell counties. Our thoughts and prayers go out to the Bandy family. He 
will be missed 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

Please note our offices have moved. 
 

 Our new office is located at: 
 

529 South Perry Street, Suite 10 
Montgomery, AL 36104 

 

4120 Wall Street 
Montgomery, AL  36106 


