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HOUSE REPUBLICAN AGENDA 
“Alabama Proud” 

 

 Prioritized funding for the state’s nationally-recognized “First Class” Pre-Kindergarten program 

 The implementation of the Electronic Notification System recommended by the School Safety Task 
Force.  

 Legislation withholding funding from any cities, counties, or public colleges and universities that 
defy immigration laws and declare themselves “sanctuary” areas that harbor illegal aliens.  

 Legislation that would prevent the removal of long-standing monuments, statues, and memorials. 

 A bill that requires mandatory civics education and makes successful passage of a citizenship exam 

a prerequisite for high school graduation. 

 A constitutional amendment declaring Alabama a pro-life state so we will be prepared to take action 
if Roe v. Wade is overturned by the U.S. Supreme Court.  

 A bill protecting doctors, nurses, and other medical personnel from being forced to perform abortion 
procedures that violate their moral beliefs. 

 Call upon the Governor to revive the Office of Small Business Development and provide business 

owners with a one-stop shop to fill their needs, answer their questions, and assist them with various 

governmental requirements. 

 Pass a resolution calling upon the U.S. Congress to work cooperatively with President Donald 
Trump in implementing the ambitious government reform agenda that he voiced across the nation 

throughout the presidential campaign. 

STATE OF THE STATE 
Governor Robert Bentley 

Tuesday evening, Governor Bentley delivered his seventh State of the State address since becoming 

Governor. He spent time during his over one hour-long speech touting his accomplishments and 

reminiscing about various items. 

 

The Governor requested a $20 million increase to continue expanding the state’s pre-K education program, 

something he has steadily increased since taking office. However, he failed to mention his $26 million 

budget cut from the K-12 program. He also announced the formation of a task force to study the impact of 

removing the state’s sales tax on groceries.  There was no mention of immediate plans to have legislation 

introduced to do so. Earlier in the day, Finance Director, Clinton Carter said the Governor wants to give 

state employees a four-percent cost of living raise, which could cost $19 million. This raise was never 

mentioned in his address to the state, but is included in his proposed budget.  

 

The building of four new prisons was the centerpiece of the Governor’s speech. This was first proposed 

last legislative session. Gov. Bentley is once again trying to get the Legislature to pass an $800 million 

bond issue to fund construction of four design-build (no-bid contract) prisons, three male facilities and one 

female facility. A watered down version of the prison bill failed to pass on the last day of the 2016 

Legislative session. There are many lawmakers still very concerned over the price tag.  

 

“If Alabamians can put man on the moon… we can build new prisons.” – Governor Bentley 
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SENATE REPUBLICAN AGENDA 
“Strengthen Alabama” 

 
The Senate leadership presented their 2017 legislative agenda, which includes tax cuts for working 

families, protecting Alabamians’ Second Amendment rights and upholding the sanctity of human life.  

 

 Permitless Carry – repealing the requirement for a conceal carry permit. 

 Crackdown on Medicaid Fraud – by upgrading Medicaid fraud to a Class C felony. 

 Judicial Resources Allocation Commission – to ensure the fair distribution of district judges 

across Alabama. 

 Provide Tax Cuts – by raising the income threshold to $23,000 for the highest available 
deduction and increasing the deduction ceiling to $33,000.  

 Sanctity of Life & Religious Freedom – banning assisted suicide and ensuring the state will not 
discriminate against adoption agencies that decline to provide placing a child which conflicts 

with the religious beliefs of the provider.  

  
 

SENATE and HOUSE DEMOCRATIC AGENDA 

 
Meanwhile the Democratic caucus of eight in the 35-member Senate have announced they will support 

legislation for the following: 

 

 Lottery and gaming legislation, 

 A bill to close corporate loopholes 

 Allow job applicants to wait until a job is conditionally offered before disclosing their criminal 
background 

 A repeal of Alabama’s photo voter ID law 

 Early voting 

 A 5-mill increase in property taxes 

 Set an Alabama minimum wage amount 
 

The Democratic caucus of 33 in the 105-member House will support the following legislation: 

 

 Education lottery for scholarships 

 Education employee pay raise 

 Repeal rolling reserve act to pay for pre-K programs 

 Pay equality for women 

 Set an Alabama minimum wage amount to $10.10  

 Early voting  

 Create independent board to draw Legislative and Board of Education re-districting lines 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HOUSE DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS  
“Changing of the Guard” 

 

Wednesday, the Democratic House Caucus elected Alabama State Representative Anthony Daniels, 

(D-Huntsville), as minority leader. Rep. Daniels replaces Rep. Craig Ford, (D-Gadsden), who decided 

to step down from the leadership position he has held for the last six years. Daniels, 34, represents the 

53rd District in Huntsville. He was first elected to the Alabama House in 2014 and becomes the 

youngest House minority leader in modern history.  

 

Daniels said in a statement. "Democrats are ready to roll up their sleeves to boost public education, to 

help businesses create good-paying jobs, and to restore public confidence in Montgomery among the 

hard-working families of Alabama."  
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