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    THE LEGISLATURE 
 Halfway Point/Impeachment 

 

Wednesday, the Alabama Ethics Commission found probable cause that Governor Robert Bentley 

violated the state ethics and campaign finance laws. The investigation was forwarded to the Montgomery 

County District Attorney. 

 

Thursday, was the halfway point of this legislative session. What happens next is still a mystery?? We are 

facing impeachment hearings and the possibility of an impeachment trial the last half of this legislative 

session. Priority legislative items such as the budgets, prisons and reapportionment have yet to pass and 

could be in jeopardy. 

 

Thursday, Senate Pro Tem Del Marsh (R-Anniston) called for Governor Bentley to resign. The Special 

Counsel to the House Judiciary Committee is scheduled to release a written report of his investigation to 

the committee, counsel to the Governor and the public. The House Judiciary Committee is expected to 

begin impeachment hearings on Monday.  
 

 

 

 

 

      THE HOUSE 
Arming Churches  

 

The House convened Tuesday and continued Thursday passing about 30 bills. SB16, sponsored by Sen. 

Dick Brewbaker (R-Pike Road) and carried in the house by Rep. Chris England (D-Tuscaloosa) would 

prevent a judge from overriding a jury's recommendation in a capital (death penalty) case. This bill 

passed the House 78-19 and now goes to the Governor for his signature. HB36 by Rep. Lynn Greer (R-

Rogersville) would extend the state’s Stand Your Ground law to churches. It does not require any 

training for armed church members in exchange for criminal immunity. This bill passed, 63-33 and now 

goes to the Senate. 

 

Also passing was HB328 by Rep. Alan Baker (R-Brewton) that alters the local governing bodies’ 

approval process for siting a new solid waste management facility located within the jurisdiction of the 

governing body. It now goes to the Senate for consideration.  

 

THE SENATE 
     Education Budget 

 

Tuesday, the Senate passed the proposed Education Budget with a vote of 29-2 but not before another day 

of filibuster by Senator Paul Bussman (R-Cullman). The Senator was responsible for a two-day Senate 

slowdown prior to the spring break. He spent the day Tuesday, pointing out that the percentage share of 

the Education Trust Fund going to K-12 has declined. His solution was to transfer $20 million from 

universities to K-12, but the Senate rejected his amendment with a vote of 23-5. The $6.4 billion budget 

is about $90 million more than the current budget. It now moves to the House for consideration.  

 

Thursday, the Senate adopted a 19-bill special order calendar, passing several bills before adjourning.  
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IN COMMITTEE 
This Week 

 

HB288 by Rep. Margie Wilcox (R-Mobile) has passed the House and received a favorable report 

from the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. The bill would allow the owner of a vessel to 

purchase one-year distinctive vessel ID stickers, showing support for approved organizations. Half the 

proceeds would be allocated to Alabama’s state parks.  

 

SB132 by Sen. Gerald Dial (R-Lineville) received a favorable report from the Senate Health 

Committee. It would provide further authority to the Board of Nursing in relation to state and federal 

antitrust laws, and establishes that the Legislature recognizes that anti-competitive rules, which 

prioritize patient safety and wellness, are permissible.   

 

SB133 by Sen. Gerald Dial received a favorable report from the Senate Health Committee. It would 

grant investigators of the Board of Nursing authority to exercise the powers of law enforcement, 

except arrest powers, when investigating alleged violations of the Nurses Practice Act. 

 

SB228 by Sen. Tom Whatley (R-Auburn) did not receive the votes needed in the Senate 

Transportation and Energy Committee this week. It would have allowed a Class 6 municipal public 

provider to offer cable, internet access, and other internet services to the county in which the Class 6 

municipality is located.  

 

SB67 by Sen. Linda Colman-Madison (D-Birmingham) was not approved in the Senate committee on 

Fiscal Responsibility & Economic Development. It would have amended the corporate income tax 

law to require the operations of all related entities, involved in a unitary business, file one corporate 

income tax return on a combined basis, known as combined reporting.  

 

SB60 by Sen. Gerald Allen (R-Tuscaloosa), was in the House State Government Committee this 

week, where it was referred to a subcommittee. The legislation would create a 12-member Permanent 

Joint Committee on Alabama Monument Protection to review and grant the removal, relocation, or 

other disturbances of monuments located on public property. It also prevents the removal, renaming, 

relocation and alterations to any monument on pubic property that is older than 20-years.  

 

HB403 by Rep. Randy Davis (R-Daphne) was amended and received a favorable report from the 

House Committee on State Government. This bill allows for riparian property owners to dredge sand 

and sediment from in front of their riparian property for living shoreline restoration. 
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