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  THE HOUSE 
Late Night/Busy Day 

 

Tuesday, the House spent several hours debating two pieces of legislation. The first, SB32 by Senator 

Arthur Orr (R-Decatur) requires a civics test for graduation from high school, passed and now goes to 

the Governor. The second, HB 354 by Rep. Alan Boothe (R-Troy) would allow for fantasy contests, 

such as fantasy football. After lengthy debate, it also passed and now goes to the Senate for 

consideration.   

 

After a short dinner break Tuesday evening, the House resumed the calendar passing several additional 

bills including HB345 by Rep. Victor Gaston (R-Mobile). The bill would revamp the state’s historic tax 

credit. The bill passed 95-7 and now goes to the Senate for consideration.  

 

Thursday, the House debated HB284 by Rep. Jim Patterson (R-Meridianville). The legislation would 

mandate insurance coverage for specialized behavioral therapy for those suffering from autism. Alabama 

is only one of only five states that do not mandate such coverage.  

 

Also passing was HB277 by Rep. Pebblin Warren (D-Tuskegee). The bill as introduced would have 

required licensing for all religious organization daycares operating in Alabama as they are currently 

unregulated by the state. After much negotiation, the substitute bill will require a license for about half 

the currently exempt organizations (because they receive government funding) and the remaining 

daycares would fall under some minimum inspections and training. The bill goes to the Senate for 

consideration. 
 

 

 

 

 

THE SENATE 
Cloture Calendar/Pro-Life 

 

The week was full of controversial legislation in the Senate and the GOP Caucus used the power of 

cloture bringing an end to debate and passage of legislation in every instance. Tuesday, the Senate 

passed SB24 by Gerald Allen (R-Tuscaloosa) that would eliminate the need for a pistol permit to 

conceal carry and SB108 by Sen. Tom Whatley (R-Auburn) ending the practice of crossover voting.  

The Senate also passed HB24 by Rep. Rich Wingo (R-Tuscaloosa) allowing faith-based adoption 

agencies to discriminate when placing children with families. Because of a Senate amendment, it goes 

back to the House for concurrence. 

 

Thursday was “Pro-Life Day” in the Senate. Bills considered and passed were HB95 by Rep. Arnold 

Mooney (R-Birmingham) that would allow health care providers to decline to perform services that 

violate their consciences.  HB98 by Rep. Matt Fridy (R-Montevallo), a constitutional amendment stating 

Alabama’s commitment to the right to life of unborn children and HB96 by Rep. Mack Butler (R-

Rainbow City) that would prohibit anyone from providing assistance to someone committing suicide.  

 



 

Week 9 

 

                            April 21, 2017  

 

 
IN COMMITTEE 

This Week 
 

HB375 by Rep. Joe Lovvorn (R-Auburn) would allow a Class 6 municipal public provider to offer 

cable, internet access, and other internet services to the county in which the Class 6 municipality is 

located. It failed to receive a favorable report from the House Commerce and Small Business 

Committee.  

 

HB473 by Rep. Ron Johnson (R-Sylacauga) was carried over in House Ways and Means Committee. It 

would require additional payments from the Alabama Trust Fund to reimburse counties for lost ad 

valorem taxes as a result of property purchased by the Forever Wild Land Trust. However, HB502 by 

Rep. Mark Tuggle (R-Alex City), a constitutional amendment that would require Forever Wild to 

annually reimburse ad valorem taxes that were lost as a result of Forever Wild state land purchases is 

expected to be heard in State Government next week.  

 

HB265 by Rep. Paul Lee (R-Dothan) was before the Senate Judiciary Committee this week, but no 

vote was taken. It would require the tickets be transferrable to concerts, sporting events and other 

entertainment acts meaning a ticket purchased for an event could be resold by that person using any 

means, including a secondary ticket sales website, sometimes resulting in fraudulent tickets. It is 

expected to be back before the committee for a vote next week.  

 

SB357 by Sen. Rusty Glover (R-Semmes) would require the delivery of dental services to Medicaid 

beneficiaries to continue as currently administered instead of switching to a managed care system. A 

public hearing was held on the bill, but no vote was taken.  

 

SB134 by Sen. Gerald Dial (R-Lineville) received a favorable report from the House Health 

Committee. It would allow nurses that have completed advance nursing degree programs within five 

years of the current loan term to apply for and be awarded a loan under the Alabama Advanced Loan-

Repayment Program for Advance Practice Nursing. The nurses would be immediately placed in full-

time practice in areas of critical need for 18 months for each year that he or she received a loan under 

the program. 
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SPECIAL ELECTION 
United States Senate 

 

Governor Kay Ivey reversed a decision by her predecessor to hold the election for the U.S. Senate seat 

slated for the next election cycle in beginning in June of 2018. The seat is currently occupied by former 

Alabama Attorney General Luther Strange. Gov. Ivey had to balance a fairly obvious reading of the 

law, that an election to fill a Senate vacancy should be held ‘forthwith,’ against a special election 

calendar that could cost the state an estimated $15 million. 

 

The new schedule sets the primary on August 15, 2017, runoff on September 26, 2017, and the general 

election on December 12, 2017. 

 

Congratulations to Prince Chestnut who won the House District 67 seat this week. Rep. Chestnut 

replaces former legislator Darren Melton who was recently elected Mayor of Selma. 

 

 


